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ABSTRACT

This paper will discuss key aspects of collaboeativactice for
researchers and professionals, who use or intenduge
collaboration in practice or research. It will mduce our
understanding of collaboration, then briefly reviewpporting
research, explore how researchers collaborate t@ébhers and
related professionals, and explore how teachere lraegrated
peer collaboration into their teaching styles. dhdudes with a
call for further research and research that usqsroppate
methodologies, including Activity Theory and Q meadiology.
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1. INTRODUCTION

Collaboration is not a foreign concept to our sbci
Information workers engage in collaborations witthess for
almost every aspect of their working lives. Littieany, research
occurs without this collaboration. Prior to the dgagresence of
the internet, these collaborations took place oegtended
periods. Outside the immediacy of face-to- facdataration, the
collaborations were based on publishing and indggiycles and
delivery via the postal mail. The quickest way @sresearchers
to call others for information or request it by malith new
technology, researchers now collaborate online utdinoinstant
communication with other professionals, Skype, ¢mad related
technologies. These communication facilities allprefessionals
to interact almost instantaneously.
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2. COLLABORATION

2.1 Collaboration among Resear cher §/Professionals

Collaboration is no longer limited to researchers o
professionals in one area or discipline. Two or en@searchers
can collaborate, in an area of interest, to reacloramon goal.
There are four key components for researchers dodagors to
successfully collaborate in practice and reseafttey include
equal partnerships, bilateral communication, nomanhical
collaborations, and appropriate dissemination e¢@mes.

Establishing a trusting relationship between twonore
professionals from different disciplines or profess must the
first component of research/practice collaboratitimns process is
done by attending several meetings and voicing tagitimate
concerns prior to the collaborative effort. Onlee telationship is
established, the researchers should provide eheh with access
to every aspect of the research to reineforcetthating
relationship.

Explicit communication is key to successful
collaboration. Every discipline has its own “langaa Each
collaborator will bring a certain amount of expsetand cultural
knowledge from their discipline or profession. Hmar, it is
essential that all collaborators ensure they aarand concise
when communicating with each other. Communicatsonat
limited to conversations. Communication includescesses,
procedures, and documentation. Effective commuioicas
critical to keep all of the collaborators informalout the
research progress and any new developments.

Nonhierarchical approaches to collaboration enthat
no one researcher is viewed to have more powentbosty than
the others. This can be achieved by making eacdopex co-
investigator in the project proposal.

Once the research is complete, appropriately
disseminating the results is a key part of theattation.
Dissemination of the results provides the collatmsawith
feedback and can potentially results in new reseatata or
publications. Public dissemination/collaboratiornves to keep
everyone informed and ensures that everyone’s iisput
acknowledged and appreciated.

Collaboration between different researchers, edusat
or professionals has several benefits arising fnarking
together on a common problem to attain their gbla¢ scarcity of



resources and our uncertain economy can be particome by
the strength provided by collaborative projectsllamrating
allows collaborators to come together, share #giertise, to
conduct research efficiently to gain a greaterogffe

2.2 Collaboration and Teacher Research

Society does not associate teachers with academic>"" "
o positively.

researchers and educational scienfigiachers are considered t
be amongst the audience that implements acadesganehers’
findings and learning techniques. However, collation suggests
that those who implement the results should beidersd and
acknowledged as part of the research team. Teacheds
academic researchers can each bring a unique pévepdo
research. Collaboration allows teachers and acadesséarchers’
to brainstorm and bring their experience, interestd diverse
ideas together to work towards a common goal. fi¢int points
in collaborative research, it is expected that wile have more
knowledge or skill than the other. This is when todlaboration
becomes beneficial. Without collaboration, teachaes limiting
their ability to contribute and influence the amraexpertise that
they are most familiar with.

Thus, collaboration has several benefits for teache

First, collaboration acknowledges the active cbuotibn of

teachers, protecting them from exploitation, sitiegy are sharing
and interpreting data together. Second, collabmmatinsures that
teachers’ views are represented in the literatnceacknowledge
that production is not unidirectional. Third, cdltaative research
facilitates publication for teachers, who would erthise have
much less access to research tools, journals, reofes, and
research networks. Lastly, collaboration can credliances or
coalitions, with several other disciplines or acaie
organizations, which can influence policymakers aetp shape
educational legislation.

2.3 Coallaborative Learning among Students of Higher
Students

The use of collaborative learning is increasingigher
education as a means to promote discussion anctratymber
learning. Higher education collaboration has predidmany
benefits to the learning environment. As effectoadlaboration
increases, students' academic motivation and tweirall feeling
of success increases as well. The ability to coliate helps
students develop in a relatively safe setting whérey can
enhance their ability to work in larger groups.

Miller and Benz structured two student interactions
using computer-mediated conferencing (online thedad
discussion) and the fishbowl technique. These agbriques
require similar levels of student participation. fasthe
computer-mediated conferencing, the researchers VA
Notes Conferencing, a text-based conferencing systey which
people in different locations can conduct on-lineferences. As
for the fishbowl technique, a large group of studewere divided
into 2 groups, the in-group and the out-group. iflkgroup has
the primary responsibility to solve a particulaolplem, and the
out-group will observe, listen, and provide advit®ut the
problem-solving efforts of the in-group.

To test the hypothesis, 52 students participatedism
study, 38 enrolled in an upper-division researcthags course
and 14 students enrolled in an upper-division pskady course
at the University of Nebraska at Kearney. The stiglevere asked
to engage and complete a questionnaire abouteRpéarience

and how effective the collaborative interaction waseach their
goal.

The questionnaire results indicated that the figslibo
technique was perceived as providing somewhat gréanefits
in problem-solving; however, both computer-mediated
conferencing and the fishbowl technique had a peséffect on
student collaboration although students viewed bethniques

As collaboration is being increasing recognizedirieas
from education to industry, it is important thatstidevelopment
be supported by research and research that is dedutin
collaborative practices. The author has been enpmge series of
research studies over a period of years that hawketl at the
collaborative act in numerous setting including tliesemination
of health-based information, information sharing iidustrial
settings and information sharing by and amongsiemmécs.Most
recently, individuals with acknowledged disabiktiengage the
author in a project that seeks to address inetgslit access to
programs in higher education.

The methodologies that have been applied to much of
this research have included Q Methodology, ActivEheory and
importantly combinations of both. The research amgninstances
has been conducted internationally and the colkth@ groups
of researchers, includes contributors from, Australhina, USA,
Korea, Canada, Japan and Denmark. The resultseosttidies
have been disseminated to conferences internaljoasiwell. It
is important that developments in collaborativeeegsh include
all of us and that we study the nature of collaboraitself.
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